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JESUS CLEARS UP COMMON MISUNDERSTANDINGS
Matthew 20:17-21:11
Context: In Matthew 20:17-21:11 Jesus teaches his disciples a few lessons just before entering the city
of Jerusalem on what we know as Palm Sunday, the week of His passion. Jesus addresses some of the
assumptions people have about the Kingdom. Jesus makes His third prediction about being crucified
(Matthew 16:21; 17:22-23; and 20:17-19).
Jesus wants to clear up common misconceptions you may have about the coming of His kingdom.
Jesus does not want you to misunderstand:
1. Heaven is not about you (or getting your way; Matthew 20:20-23).

2. Heaven (His Kingdom) is about what Jesus did (Matthew 20:17-19; 28).

3. His death is not merely a lesson in being sacrificial; His death is the ransom for you.

A. We are all going to die (Romans 5:12, 14-19; Isaiah 64:6; Hebrews 9:27-28).

B. You need Jesus’ death on your behalf (Matthew 20:28; 1:21; 28:19; Galatians 3:13-4:5;
Titus 2:14; 1 Peter 1:18-19).

4. Shallow claims of association with Him or your public reception of Him will not save you or
anyone (Matthew 21:1-11; Matthew 7:21-23).

➢ Your life and existence are not about you or your self-promotion. You were created to have a
right relationship with God. Trust Him, and then live for Him.

➢ Jesus’ death and resurrection are God’s remedy for you and our whole sin condemned race. We
need God’s rescue plan to reconcile us to Him.

➢ Jesus will only save those who have trusted Him to pay the Sansom for them. Have you believed
Jesus provided all for you to be forgiven and made right with God? Just trust Him now; pray
back to Him what you know He did for you at the cross and ask Him to forgive and save you.
Trust His promise of salvation.

