“But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me…” Acts 1:8
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A TRANSFORMATION THAT CHALLENGES MATERIALISM
Acts 19:21-41
Context: Paul and his ministry team are in Ephesus on their third missionary journey. Christianity is
spreading throughout Asia from the work in Ephesus. Earlier in the chapter imposters try to imitate the
transforming work of God (Acts 19:11-16). Genuine deliverance is brought to those caught up in black
arts and magic, and lives are radically changed when they switch their allegiance to Christ (Acts 19:1719). They burn their magic books and paraphernalia (a transfer of trust that cost 50,000 pieces of silver).
Our passage today, takes place in the shadow of the temple of Diana, a structure 425 feet by 220 feet
with an exterior made of 127 white marble pillars, each sixty-two feet high.
A Christian’s transformation by salvation should disturb the world’s conscience that you don’t
value stuff as the highest value in life.
Salvation changes one soul at a time so:
1. Focus on souls and not stuff (Acts 19:21-22).

2. Live turned away from spending your money and devotion on this world’s empty pursuits (Acts
19:25-27; Luke 12:15).

A. When needs arise is your first thought to purchase it or pray for it?
B. Is the next fender bender, broken appliance, vehicle repair, or accident worth fussing over and
berating someone over our stuff? Do you grieve the loss of your possession more than you do your
sin?

C. Are you investing more in worldly pleasures than the work of God?
D. Do you have a greater desire to make friendships with wealthy people than with those who are poor?
E. Do you often think of ways to make more money to keep up with your spending?
F. Do you place more confidence in what more money could do than in what God can do?
G. Would your friends consider you miserly?

➢ Refocus away from consuming thoughts about possessions by spending more time in Bible reading,
prayer, family responsibilities, and ministering to others (Matthew 4:18-19).
➢ The answer to covetousness is contentment (1 Timothy 6:6-8; 2 Corinthians 3:5).
➢ Pursue what is right, godly, requires faith, love, perseverance, and gentleness (1 Timothy 6:11).
➢ Life is short (James 4:14).

➢ Remember you are a steward of everything God gives you, mentally consecrate them for God’s
service (1 Timothy 6:17-19).

3. Realize people are afraid of what they can lose, and help turn their focus to the sufficiency of
Christ (Acts 19:27-29).

4. When individuals reject Christ, patiently bridge the gospel leaving nothing morally objectionable
about it (Acts 19:31-41).

➢ We are called to be salt and light. Christ is the light, not your standards. We don’t expect to
reform the culture through forcing people to comply. We should not idolize the “good old days”
or think, “I wish things were the way they used to be.” Don’t be disappointed over things, focus
on Christ.

➢ Self-denial, good works, and being a philanthropist are not the gospel. They are good values, but
not the way to Heaven. Jesus is more than good enough to die in your place as the substitute for
your sin’s penalty. Jesus is the sinless Son of God who died to exchange your sins for His
forgiveness and righteousness. Will you trust Him to give you a right relationship with Him by
faith alone in what Christ alone has done for you?

